
Remembering  
Emeritus Professor Thomas Smith Reeve  AC CBE 

(23rd November 1923 – 20th August 2023) 
 

It was my solemn privilege to be in a?endance at the funeral service for Tom, who died just 3 months short 
of his 100th birthday. Tom had a career with deep connecHons with American surgery. His deeply loved 
wife, Mary-Jo, had passed away in January 2021; they met when she was an OR scrub nurse where Tom 
was training in Albany Medical College Hospital, New York State. Just 10 days before his death, Tom was 
awarded with the inaugural Royal North Shore Hospital Alumni Medal (see: 
h?ps://www.nslhd.health.nsw.gov.au/News/Pages/RNSH-Alumni-night-resounding-success.aspx ). 
 
A?ached to this personal reflecHon and tribute are: 

1. Biography for Professor Thomas Reeve, prepared by Dr John Brereton (C/T surgeon at RNSH) for the 
RNSH Alumni Evening. 

2. Copy of the order of service for the funeral on September 5. 
 
I wish to pay tribute to Tom in respect of his contribuHons to the ANZ Chapter of the American College of 
Surgeons and his mentorship and support for me in related endeavours. 
 
I first encountered Professor Reeve in his lectures on thyroid condiHons to medical students of Sydney 
University, likely in 1970. My next contact was in 1982 when I joined the Dept Surgery of Sydney University 
as a Senior Lecturer in Professor Miles Li?le’s unit in Westmead Hospital and a?ended regular 
departmental meeHngs under Tom’s chairmanship. Miles closely supported my iniHaHves towards 
improving Trauma Care and Tom was strongly supporHve from more of a distance; both shared a strong 
desire to see improvements in the care of injured members of our communiHes. Sadly, Miles has also now 
passed away on September 29, 2023, at almost 90 years of age. My four years of surgical training in the 
USA was something which I had in common with Tom.  
 
Professor Ken Cox was the first Australian Governor-at-Large in the Board of Governors of the ACS (1974-
81) and he arranged for ACS fellows from ANZ to meet annually at RACS General ScienHfic MeeHngs 
(GSMs). The first ANZ Travelling Fellow of the ACS was Dr Donald Kaminski (St Louis, Missouri) in 1982. Tom 
Reeve followed Ken Cox on the Board of Governors and persevered with negoHaHons for creaHon of an 
ANZ chapter of the ACS. This was achieved on 5th February  1985 and Tom became the first chapter 
president. Dr C Rollins Hanlon, Director of the ACS, addressed the first meeHng of the chapter, which was 
held on 3rd May 1985 in Sydney, and presented the appropriate testamur (Charter 101) to Tom (see 
photograph at A?achment 3); at that Hme, there were more than 200 ACS fellows in ANZ. The Travelling 
Fellowship was formalised to be a biennial opportunity with the award to Dr Thomas Peters (Jacksonville, 
Florida) who a?ended the GSM in 1986 in Adelaide and visited centres in Sydney and Brisbane. This 
became an annual award from 1989. 
 
I became aware of the ATLS course of the American College of Surgeons in 1983. In 1985, having become a 
fellow of the ACS, I enquired of the ACS, without success, as to whether the ATLS course could be brought 
to Australia. I shared that correspondence with Tom Reeve who indicated that if I was prepared to commit 
to the project, he would make further enquiries; he indicated that he had made a similar previous enquiry. 
Tom was on the Council of RACS, and was to become President 1989-91; he was also a member of the 
Board of Governors and the InternaHonal RelaHons Commi?ee (IRC)of the ACS. There are other 
components of the history of the commencement of the EMST course in Australia in 1988, but is it clear 
that Tom’s connecHon with ACS colleagues was highly influenHal. I clearly recall a conversaHon in 1986, at 
the foot of the steps of the Bosch Lecture Theatres at Sydney University, between myself, Tom Reeve and 
Miles Li?le in which these two senior colleagues and mentors challenged me directly regarding my 
willingness to lead an ATLS programme. Ajer giving it a moment’s thought, I declared that I would commit 
to 4 years to get the programme established.  I had been provided, by Professor Tom Reeve and Professor 



Tom Taylor (Orthopaedics and Trauma, Royal North Shore Hospital), with a copy of a 1985 EdiHon ATLS 
Instructor Manual which I was asked to review in order to provide advice regarding the implementaHon of 
a programme in ANZ. Tom steered John Graham (vascular surgeon at RNSH) to join me and Peter Danne on 
the original team who parHcipated in an ATLS internaHonal instructor training course in San Francisco in 
1987; this visit enabled me to be present at the ConvocaHon of the Annual Clinical Congress of the ACS in 
that year and observe Tom being inducted into Honorary Fellowship of the ACS. Dr Oliver Beahrs, a mentor 
of mine during my 4 years of training at the Mayo Clinic, was Chair of the Board of Regents of the ACS at 
that Hme and he had wri?en to me seeking some details of Tom’s family and personal background to 
inform the citaHon; I was delighted to be able to forward contribuHons from Dr Bernie Amos, Bruce 
Barraclough and Leigh Delbridge. 
 
In July 1995, I was invited by Tom to join him on a visit to Broken Hill Hospital to provide support to the 
acHng director of surgery, review surgery and trauma care services and provide some teaching and 
encouragement to the local clinicians. I joined Tom for a one day return car trip from Broken Hill to 
Wilcannia to visit the Wilcannia Hospital – plenty of Hme to talk! I had been elected to the council of the 
ANZ chapter in May and I expressed some frustraHon with the rather narrow and senior tradiHonal focus of 
vision and acHviHes of the chapter. Tom was thoughlul and understanding and encouraged me to work for 
change. Tom’s simple humanity was evident as we discussed issues  of clinical care and health serve 
administraHon with the hospital manager/matron in what Tom referred to as “the commi?ee room” – the 
three of us lounging in the sunshine on the grassy slope behind the hospital, looking down on the Darling 
River. 
 
Tom was very supporHve during my Hme as president of our chapter (2000-2005). In 2000 and a couple 
more years, he invited me to accompany him to the annual meeHng of the ACS IRC; he had been a regular 
invitee to this meeHng during the annual congresses of the ACS, in recogniHon of the unique ANZ Travelling 
Fellowship program. I was then elected to membership of the IRC in 2004, becoming Chair in 2010. During 
my Hme as chair, I iniHated a review of internaHonal acHviHes of the ACS to support the development of a 
strategic plan for the years ahead. As part of this process, I circulated a 26 item survey to colleagues within 
the IRC and ACS leadership and also to colleagues, such as Tom and Murray Brennan whose background 
knowledge and insights I greatly respected. Not surprisingly, I received a helpful, supporHve and robust 
contribuHon from Tom, even at the age of 86 years. 
 
We have lost a founder and very strong supporter of our ANZ chapter, an outstanding advocate for high 
quality surgery, a valued mentor to many ANZ fellows of the ACS and a wonderful leader in our  Surgery 
profession. However, we are an important part of Tom Reeve’s legacy as we conHnue to foster internaHonal 
collaboraHon for the benefit of worldwide communiHes.  
 

Professor Stephen A Deane. October 2023. 
















