
The Elderly Surgical Patient

Time Presentation Presenter

9.00 – 9.30 Registration

9.30 – 9.40 The QASM experience with 
elderly patients

Dr John North – Clinical Director, Queensland Audit of 
Surgical Mortality 

9.40 – 10.10 Surgical quality and 
professionalism

Mr Philip Truskett – President, Royal Australasian 
College Of Surgeons

10.10 – 10.30 Evolution of cardiac surgery in 
the last three decades

Dr Trevor Fayers – Director Medical Services, Director 
Cardiac Surgical Services, Holy Spirit Northside Private 
Hospital

10.30 – 10.50 Individualising aortic aneurysm 
management

Dr Allan Kruger – VMO* Vascular Surgeon, Royal 
Brisbane and Women’s Hospital and Greenslopes 
Private Hospital

10.50 – 11.20 Morning Tea

11.20 – 11.40 Local experience of head and 
neck cancer in the elderly

Dr Julie Agnew – VMO* Otolaryngology Head and Neck 
Surgeon, The Wesley Hospital

11.40 – 12.00 Blunt head trauma in the 
elderly

Associate Professor Lindy Jeffree – Acting Director, 
Kenneth G. Jamieson Department of Neurosurgery, 
Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital

12.00 – 12.20 Making end of life quality care 
available to all

Dr Will Cairns – Statewide Clinical Lead for Care at 
the End of Life (Queensland)

12.20 – 13.00 Orthopaedic interventions in 
older patients

Professor Ian Harris – Professor of Orthopaedics, 
University of New South Wales

13.00 – 14.00 Lunch

14.00 – 14.20 Malignant colonic obstructions Dr Craig Harris – Colorectal Surgeon, Royal Brisbane 
and Women’s Hospital

14.20 – 14.40 Intensive care and the elderly 
surgical patient

Dr Jason Pincus – Intensive Care and Anaesthetic 
Staff Specialist, Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital

14.40 – 15.00 Confounders in the elderly 
urological patient

Dr Rachel Esler – Acting Director of Urology, Royal 
Brisbane and Women’s Hospital

15.00 – 15.20 When not to operate Dr Russell J. Bourne – Director of Orthopaedics, 
Sunshine Coast Hospital and Health Service

15.20 – 15.30 QASM: ten years and counting Therese Rey-Conde – Manager, Queensland Audit of 
Surgical Mortality

*VMO = visiting medical officer
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