
Time Topic Presenter 
6.30pm Welcome and opening remarks Mr Glenn McCulloch 
6.35pm Pre-operative assessment Dr Ivan Ward 
6.50pm Risk prediction in Cardiac Surgery Dr Gregory Rice 
7.05pm P-POSSUM exposed Mr David Hill 
7.20pm Vascular Surgery predictors Professor Robert Fitridge 
7:35pm Discussion and questions   
7:45pm Short Break   
7:55pm How and when to say ‘No’ – a physician's view Dr Catherine Gibb 
8.10pm Futility and the ethics of saying ‘No’ Dr Jennie Louise 
8.25pm Outcomes  – an intensivist’s view Dr David Evans 
8.40pm Discussion and questions   
8.50pm Closing remarks Mr Glenn McCulloch 
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• An external, peer-reviewed audit of the process of care 
associated with surgically related deaths  

• Commenced in 2005 
• Based on the Scottish Audit of Surgical Mortality* 
• Funded by SA Health and operated by the Royal Australasian 

College of Surgeons (RACS) 
• Since 2010, all states and territories participate (ANZASM) 
• Qualified privilege 

 
*www.sasm.org.uk 



Almost 5000 surgical deaths audited 

 

 Assessor’s feedback provided to treating 
surgeon 

FIRST-LINE ASSESSMENT: 
Deficiency of care 
Assessor’s comments 

SECOND-LINE 
ASSESSMENT: 
Detailed report 



 

Reduction in surgical mortality 

2014/15 

560 ~ 
2012/13 2012/13 

638 
2013/14 2013/14 

616 



 
Reduction in cases with serious clinical management issues  

(= preventable deaths) 
 



The decision to operate or not. 
 2013/14: 
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